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Policy Board 
Regular Meeting Minutes 
March 7, 2018, 10:00 a.m. 

Central Shenandoah Planning District Commission 
112 MacTanly Place, Staunton Virginia 

 

Present (18): 
Voting Members Non-Voting Members Others 

 City of Staunton  Va DRPT  Terry Short, VDOT 

 James Harrington, Chairperson  Nick Britton  Josh Dunlap, VDOT 

 Steve Rosenberg  VRT  Alex Bellido, VDOT 

 Steve Owen (Alt)  Susan Newbrough  Scott Dunn, Timmons Group 

 Augusta County  Phil Thompson (Alt)  Staff (CSPDC) 

 Wendell Coleman  FHWA  Bonnie Riedesel 

 Tim Fitzgerald  Mack Frost  Ann Cundy 

 Gerald Garber (Alt)  FTA  Nancy Gourley 

 City of Waynesboro  Michele DeAngelis  Scott Philips 

 Bruce Allen, Vice Chair  Va DOA  Rita Whitfield 

 Jim Shaw  Rusty Harrington   

 Michael Hamp (Alt)  CTB   

 VDOT  F. Dixon Whitworth   

 Randy Kiser     

 Adam Campbell (Alt)     

 Don Komara (Alt)     

 Terry Jackson (Alt)     

 
Call to Order 
The meeting of the Policy Board of the Staunton-Augusta-Waynesboro Metropolitan Planning Organization 
(SAWMPO) was called to order at 10:00 a.m. by Mr. James Harrington, Chairperson.  
 
Public Comment 
Chairperson Harrington opened the floor for public comment. There were no public comments. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
Chairperson Harrington presented the minutes from the December 6, 2017, Policy Board meeting.  
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Mr. Allen moved, seconded by Mr. Coleman, to approve the minutes as presented. Motion 
carried unanimously (7-0). 
 
FY18 Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP) Update (Board Memo #18-2) 
Chairperson Harrington presented the UPWP Update (attached to file minutes). Ms. Riedesel gave an 
update on the FY18 UPWP as of January 31, 2018. 
 
FY19 UPWP Development Process (Board Memo #18-3) 
Chairperson Harrington presented the FY19 UPWP Development Process. Ms. Cundy gave a review on the 
FY19 UPWP, noting that the UPWP is the annual work program and budget for the SAWMPO. It details the 
administrative and planning activities to be undertaken during the fiscal year, and the federal, state, and 
local funds used for these activities. She presented and reviewed the updated estimated budget for FY19 and 
the FY18 budget for comparison as follows: 
 

  FY 2018 FY 2019 
FHWA PL $151,359  $146,194 
FY 17 PL Carryover  $72,969  $86,071 
FTA 5303 $88,506  $90,385 
FTA 5303 Carryover $10,000  $2,000* 
Total  $322,834  $324,382 

* Estimate 
 

Ms. Cundy stated that the TAC and the Policy Board can make recommendations to MPO staff on the 
activities and funding levels in the UPWP during the annual update process. Ms. Riedesel reviewed the next 
steps, noting that the FY19 UPWP will be presented to the TAC at their March 21, 2018, meeting for 
recommendation to the Policy Board at their April 4, 2018, meeting to release the FY19 UPWP to public 
comment, and then following public comment, it will be presented to the Policy Board for final approval at 
their May 2, 2018 meeting. 
 
Wilson Workforce and Rehabilitation Center (WWRC) Small Area Transportation Study  
(Board Memo #18-4) 
Chairperson Harrington presented the Wilson Workforce and Rehabilitation Center (WWRC) Small Area 
Transportation Study. Ms. Cundy gave a review on the WWRC Small Area Transportation Study, noting that 
the Study is funded through the SAWMPO’s Short Range Planning Program. She stated that a Stakeholders 
meeting was held in March 2017 with an initial public meeting in June 2017, and on-site observations in 
September 2017. Mr. Phillips reported on the public meeting for the Study that was hosted by the SAWMPO 
on January 31, 2018, at Wilson Middle School. He stated that the project consultant, Timmons Group, 
provided displays illustrating short- and long-term recommendations and concepts for attendees to review. 
The Timmons Group also made a presentation to share the Study’s goals and objectives, and the short- and 
long-term recommendations being considered. Mr. Phillips stated that the meeting was well attended.  
 
Mr. Scott Dunn from the Timmons Group gave a PowerPoint presentation on the WWRC Small Area 
Transportation Study. He gave an overview on the Study, reviewed the project’s process, existing issues, the 



   
112 MacTanly Place 
Staunton, VA  24401 

 Phone (540) 885-5174 
Fax (540) 885-2687 

 

 
 

 
SAWMPO Policy Board Minutes – March 7, 2018 Page 3 

short- and long-term improvement recommendations and benefits, and cost estimates. Mr. Dunn presented 
three location concepts and discussed the pros and cons of each option. Following Mr. Dunn’s presentation, 
discussion ensued regarding the Study’s short- and long-term recommendations and options, the Study’s 
adoption process, and next steps. Mr. Coleman expressed his appreciation to all the stakeholders and others 
involved in the preparation of the Study. After discussion, Ms. Cundy stated that the final Study will be 
presented to the TAC at their March 21st meeting, and to the Policy Board at their April 4th, meeting for 
adoption.  
 
Agency Updates 
Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) 
Mr. Campbell reported on SMART SCALE Round 3, noting that the application process officially opened 
March 1st. He reported that the pre-application submission deadline is June 1st and the full application 
submission deadline is August 1st. Mr. Campbell gave an update on the changes to the application process 
this year, noting that one notable change is a new limit of four final applications per eligible applicant. He 
stated that VDOT is available to assist any jurisdiction that has potential projects and needs guidance 
through the application process. 
 
Mr. Komara introduced Mr. Alex Bellido, engineer trainee with VDOT. He announced that the spring Six-
Year Improvement Program (SYIP) meeting will be held on May 3rd, at the Holiday Inn, 152 Fairway Lane, 
Exit 225 in Staunton. Discussion ensued regarding the format for the SYIP meeting. Mr. Komara reported 
on the Route 610 project in Stuarts Draft, noting that it was moving forward. He also reported on the 
extension of the acceleration and deceleration lanes in the Staunton area at Exits 220, 221, and 222, noting 
that construction is anticipated to begin this summer.  
 
Department of Rail and Public Transportation (DRPT) 
There was no report from DRPT. 
 
Transit  
Ms. Gourley gave an update on transit activities. She stated that BRITE participated in the DRPT sponsored 
Try Transit Week in September through promotion and by providing a day of free rides on transit.  Ms. 
Gourley noted that DRPT provides a drawing for all registrants who acknowledge that they tried transit 
during that specific week. She announced that a BRITE rider won the grand prize which was two tickets 
anywhere that Amtrak travels, and a one-year pass on BRITE providing free rides. 
 
Ms. Gourley announced that the CPSDC submitted six grant applications to DRPT on February 1, 2018: four 
were in support of the operations of the urban and rural transit routes; one was a demonstration grant 
application to complete the planning and marketing efforts to move the inter-regional transit service 
forward; and one was a technical grant that was submitted to engage a consultant to complete a Contractor 
Oversight Program to insure that CSPDC is effectively managing the turnkey contract, and meeting all FTA 
requirements.  
 
Ms. Gourley stated that staff will continue to work with Estland, the contracted website development firm, 
to develop the stand-alone website for BRITE.  She noted that when completed the local jurisdictions and 
funding partners will be able to link directly to the new website. 
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Other Business 
Ms. Cundy gave an update on two Senate Bills (SB 583 and SB 971) that have been introduced to the General 
Assembly. She stated that Senator Emmett Hanger introduced SB 583, which imposes an additional 2 
percent regional tax on motor vehicle fuels in the counties and cities west of the Blue Ridge Mountains to 
generate revenue for the fund. Senator Mark Obenshain introduced SB 971 which requests the 
Commonwealth Transportation Board to develop and adopt an I-81 Corridor Improvement Plan and 
evaluate financing options for I-81 corridor improvements, which may include tolling heavy commercial 
vehicles to finance the corridor improvements. Ms. Cundy stated that Delegate Landes introduced Budget 
Amendment to fund four new positions to increase traffic enforcement on I-81 in Shenandoah, Rockingham, 
and Augusta counties. She noted that a letter was submitted to the Virginia Congressional Delegation from 
State Legislators and five Chambers of Commerce requesting federal assistance to implement funding 
solutions on I-81. Ms. Cundy stated that staff will continue to track the Senate Bills as they move forward. 
 
Ms. Riedesel announced that the Virginia Association of Metropolitan Planning Organizations (VAMPO) 
and Virginia Association of Planning District Commissions (VAPDC) will jointly hold an annual training 
conference on June 8, 2018, in Fredericksburg. She stated that the main focus will be Title IV and Diversity 
issues. 
 
Ms. Cundy stated that the presentation on SAWMPO Safety Trends and the Highway Safety Improvement 
Program to be presented by Mr. Stephen Read, Mr. Tracy Turpin, Mr. In-Kyu Lim, and Mr. David Morris of 
VDOT will be presented at the April 4th, SAWMPO Policy Board meeting. 
 
Upcoming Meetings 
Chairperson Harrington announced that the next TAC meeting is scheduled for March 21st, at 2:00 p.m., 
and the next Policy Board meeting is scheduled for April 4th at 10:00 a.m., at the CSPDC Office. 
 
Meeting Adjournment 
There being no further business to come before the Policy Board, Chairperson Harrington adjourned the 
meeting at 11:10 a.m. 
 
 Respectfully submitted, 
 

     
 Ann W. Cundy 
 Transportation Program Manager 


