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Technical Advisory Committee (TAC)  
Regular Meeting Minutes 
January 17, 2018, 2:00 p.m.  

 
Central Shenandoah Planning District Commission 

112 MacTanly Place, Staunton 

Present (16): 
Voting Members Others 

 City of Staunton  VDOT  Terry Short, VDOT 

 Tom Sliwoski, Chairperson  Don Komara  William Bushman, Hurt & Proffitt 

 Rodney Rhodes  Adam Campbell (Alt)  Staff (CSPDC) 

 Nickie Mills (Alt)  Josh Dunlap (Alt)  Bonnie Riedesel 

 Tim Hartless (Alt)  VA DRPT  Elizabeth McCarty 

 Augusta County  Nick Britton  Ann Cundy 

 Leslie Tate Non-Voting Members  Scott Philips 

 Doug Wolfe  VRT  Nancy Gourley 

 Jeff VanFossen (Alt)  Susan Newbrough  Devon Thompson 

 Vacant (Alt)  Phil Thompson (Alt)  Jonathan Howard 

 City of Waynesboro  Federal Highway Admin.  Kimberly Miller 

 Todd Wood, Vice Chair  Mack Frost   

 Luke Juday  Federal Transit Admin.   

 Ross Morland (Alt)  Michele DeAngelis   

 Brian McReynolds (Alt)  VA Dept. of Aviation   

   Rusty Harrington   
 
Call to Order 
The meeting of the Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) of the Staunton-Augusta-Waynesboro 
Metropolitan Planning Organization (SAWMPO) was called to order at 2:04 p.m. by Mr. Todd Wood, Vice-
chairperson.  
 
Public Comment 
Vice-chairperson Wood opened the floor for public comment. There were no public comments.   
 
Approval of Minutes 
Vice-chairperson Wood presented minutes from the November 15, 2017, TAC Meeting.   
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Mr. Komara moved, seconded by Ms. Tate, to approve the minutes of November 15, 2017, as 
presented.  Motion carried unanimously (7-0).  
 
Discussion of FY18-21 Highway TIP Amendment #1 (TAC Memo #18-1) 
Vice-chairperson Wood presented the FY18-21 Highway TIP Amendment.  Mr. Philips stated that VDOT 
submitted a request for a TIP Amendment in late November.  He stated that the request is to ungroup the 
Staunton Crossing Street Extension project from the overall VDOT project group listing, add funding to the 
construction portion of the statewide rail program, and add funds for a rail crossing study that will be 
completed by VDOT.  He stated that these projects are regionally significant and require an amendment to 
the SAWMPO TIP. 
 
Mr. Philips stated that due to the SAWMPO and local jurisdictions holiday meeting schedules, this 
amendment was presented to the Policy Board at its December 6th meeting, where the Board approved the 
it to be released for public comment and provided conditional approval. Mr. Philips stated that no 
comments or request for hearing were received during the public comment period, and therefore, the 
amendment was approved and submitted to VDOT.  He stated that this is presented to the TAC as an 
informational item.   
 
Discussion of WWRC Small Area Study Recommendations and Materials for January 31, 2018 
Public Meeting (TAC Memo #18-2) 
Vice-chairperson Wood presented the WWRC Small Area Study.  Mr. Philips stated that the alternatives to 
enhance access to the WWRC complex are divided into short- and long-term (handouts attached to file 
minutes).  Discussion ensued regarding the various options, advantages and challenges, cost analysis, and 
what level of detail is appropriate for the public open house.  Ms. Cundy stated that Timmons will be 
making a presentation twice during the timeframe of the open house.   
 
Mr. Philips stated that there are three long-term alternate access points to the complex that have been 
proposed.  Discussion ensued regarding the advantages, challenges and costs associated with each.  Mr. 
Philips stated that Mr. Coleman had requested analysis of a roundabout on Route 250 at the intersection of 
Lifecore Drive and Wilson Blvd.  Mr. Campbell stated that the cost would be very high and that due to the 
nature of Rt250, it is a concept that would likely be quickly outgrown. 
 
Mr. Philips stated that the second and final public meeting will be held on January 31st at Wilson Middle 
School from 4-6pm.  He stated that after that meeting, Timmons will prepare a final study report and make 
a presentation to the Board at their March 7th meeting.  Ms. Tate stated that Mr. Coleman wants to make 
sure that Timmons includes the same information for all the alternatives that were considered and present 
them at the public meeting. 
 
Agency Updates 
VDOT 
Mr. Campbell stated that VDOT outreach to the localities will begin soon on the SMART SCALE Round 
3.  On the SMART SCALE website there are upcoming refresher training opportunities available.   
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Mr. Komara stated that there are some updates in VDOT at the statewide level; New Commissioner, Mr. 
Steve Britch, and Secretary of Transportation, Ms. Shannon Valentine. 
 
DRPT 
No report. 
 
Transit 
Ms. Thompson gave an update on the BRITE Transit System: 
• The Inter-Regional Transit route from Staunton, Augusta, Waynesboro area to Charlottesville is 

being explored.  A Stakeholder Steering Committee met earlier this month to discuss the proposed 
Phase I approach, funding, commitment, & next steps.  The proposed pick-up and drop-off 
locations are the Staunton Mall, BRITE Transit Facility (Fishersville), Waynesboro Park and Ride 
Lot, UVA at University Avenue, UVA Medical Center, and Charlottesville Greyhound and Amtrak 
stations.  Service is proposed to run Monday-Friday, from 6am to 8pm with 5 eastbound and 5 
westbound trips using 2 buses and a spare.  The plan is to have a three-year service start-up, apply 
for DRPT demonstration grant for six months of service planning and marketing and initial 12 
months of operation, then apply for rural transit funding through DRPT for subsequent years of 
operation.  The organizational structure would be set-up, so this would be operated as an expansion 
route of BRITE (amending current service contract with VRT), with CSPDC providing grant 
administration, management, and oversight.  The CSPDC is working to get commitments from the 
five partners – Cities of Staunton, Waynesboro, and Charlottesville, Augusta County, and University 
of Virginia. 

• The stand-alone BRITE website development is underway by Estland Design.  Estland will be 
interviewing BRITE staff and BTAC members later this month to gain a deeper understanding of 
BRITE’s services and brand and develop meaningful content for the website.  Estland has also 
begun photoshoots around the region.   

• TDP Minor Update Submittal & Grant Applications for the State are due on February 1st; BRITE has 
submitted its 2018 minor update to DRPT and posted the updated document on the BRITE website 
and the urban, rural, and demonstration state grant applications are currently being finalized.  

• DRPT’s “Try Transit Week” campaign was held in September 2017.  Participants from all over the 
Commonwealth that took the Try Transit Week pledge were automatically entered for a chance to 
win a year of free transit service as well as a pair of round-trip tickets for Amtrak’s Northeast 
Regional train. The grand prize winner is from our region, Ms. Jenny Cox of Verona. A special 
ceremony to present her with the prize is planned for the end of January.  

• Virginia Breeze, the inter-city bus service connecting Blacksburg to Washington, D.C., began on 
December 1st, and the first month of ridership exceeded expectations.  
∙ There were 1,022 passengers in December (estimated ridership was 736) 
∙ The northbound bus sold out on December 21st, and DRPT was able to provide a second bus to 

meet the needs 
∙ Dulles and DC Union Station accounted for 88% of northbound trips, and Harrisonburg, 

Blacksburg, and Christiansburg accounted for 82% of southbound trips. 
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Meeting Schedule 
Vice-chairperson Wood stated that the next Policy Board meeting will be held on February 7th, at 10:00 a.m. 
and the next TAC Meeting is scheduled for February 21st, at 2:00 p.m. at the CSPDC Office.   
 
Meeting Adjourned 
Vice-chairperson Wood asked if there was any additional business to come before the TAC. There being 
none, the meeting was adjourned at 3:12 p.m. 
 

    Respectfully submitted, 

 
Ann W. Cundy 
Transportation Program Manager 
 


