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Policy Board 
Regular Meeting Minutes 
October 4, 2017, 10:00 a.m. 

Central Shenandoah Planning District Commission 
112 MacTanly Place, Staunton Virginia 

 

Present (18): 
Voting Members Non-Voting Members Others 

 City of Staunton  Va DRPT  Josh Dunlap, VDOT 

 James Harrington, Chairperson  Nick Britton  Jeff Lineberry, VDOT 

 Steve Rosenberg  VRT  Terry Short, VDOT 

 Steve Owen (Alt)  Bruce Simms  Justin Anderson, VDOT 

 Augusta County  Susan Newbrough   Staff (CSPDC) 

 Wendell Coleman  FHWA  Bonnie Riedesel 

 Tim Fitzgerald  Mack Frost  Elizabeth McCarty 

 Gerald Garber (Alt)  FTA  Ann Cundy 

 City of Waynesboro  Michele DeAngelis  Nancy Gourley 

 Bruce Allen, Vice Chair  Va DOA  Scott Philips 

 Jim Shaw  Rusty Harrington  Kimberly Miller 

 Michael Hamp (Alt)  CTB   

 VDOT  F. Dixon Whitworth   

 Randy Kiser     

 Adam Campbell (Alt)     

 Don Komara (Alt)     

 Terry Jackson (Alt)     

 
Call to Order 
The meeting of the Policy Board of the Staunton-Augusta-Waynesboro Metropolitan Planning 
Organization (SAWMPO) was called to order at 10:00 a.m. by Mr. James Harrington, Chairperson.  
 
Public Comment 
Chairperson Harrington opened the floor for public comment. There were no public comments. Mr. 
Campbell introduced Mr. Justin Anderson, who is currently in a rotation with the Land Use and Planning 
department at VDOT. 
 



   
112 MacTanly Place 
Staunton, VA  24401 

 Phone (540) 885-5174 
Fax (540) 885-2687 

 

 
 

 
SAWMPO Policy Board Minutes – October 4, 2017 Page 2 

 
Approval of Minutes 
Chairperson Harrington presented the minutes from the August 2, 2017, Policy Board meeting.  
 
Mr. Rosenberg moved, seconded by Mr. Allen, to approve the minutes as presented. 
Motion carried unanimously (6-0). 
 
Consideration of Supporting Resolutions for Applications to the 2017 Transportation 
Alternatives Program (TAP) (BAF #17-6) 
Chairperson Harrington presented the TAP Resolutions of Support. Ms. Cundy stated that each year 
resolutions of support for the localities’ Transportation Alternatives grant applications are presented to the 
MPO for approval. She stated that this is the last year that the program will be annual; it will be on a bi-
annual schedule hereafter. Ms. Cundy stated that Augusta County is applying to install sidewalks in Verona 
on Route 11 from the County line to the intersection of Laurel Hill Road, and continuing on Laurel Hill 
Road east to Lodge Lane (by the Antique Mall). Mr. Hamp stated that the Waynesboro project is for 
streetscape improvements to the East Main Street corridor, such as street trees, sidewalk improvements, 
and bicycle and pedestrian facilities. Ms. Cundy stated that the City of Staunton will also make application 
to the TA program for additional funding on the Central Avenue streetscape project and the Bessie Weller 
Safe Routes to School project; however, these projects do not require resolutions of support from the MPO. 
Ms. Cundy stated that the TAC reviewed the resolutions of support and recommended their consideration 
by the Board. 
 
Mr. Fitzgerald moved, seconded by Mr. Hamp, to approve the Augusta County and 
Waynesboro resolutions of support as presented. Motion carried unanimously (7-0). 
 
SMART SCALE Round 3 Program Changes and Letter to Dixon Whitworth (BAF #17-7) 
Chairperson Harrington presented the SMART SCALE Round 3 Changes and Letter. Ms. Cundy stated that 
VDOT Central Office staff has proposed some changes to Round 3 of the SMART SCALE program. She 
stated that staff has reviewed the proposed changes and has summarized the changes on the Board Action 
Form attached. She stated that the CTB will be acting on the proposed changes at their October meeting.  
Ms. Cundy stated that a letter to Mr. Whitworth with feedback on the proposed changes was drafted and 
approved by the HRMPO. She stated that their letter has been sent to Mr. Whitworth and he has 
responded that he appreciated hearing from the MPO and liked the proposed solutions. She stated that the 
SAWMPO TAC has reviewed a similar letter and recommends its consideration by the Board.  
 
Ms. Cundy stated that the primary concern is regarding the cap on the number of projects that are able to 
be submitted by an applicant. She stated that towns that do not maintain their own roadway networks are 
not able to apply on their own, but must apply through the county or PDC. Ms. Cundy explained how this 
could limit the ability of a county to apply for the projects they need. 
 
Mr. Campbell stated that the letter asked for additional clarification about project readiness; but in recent 
days Central Office posted clarification about project readiness requirements. He suggested that the letter 
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keep mention of the concerns but acknowledge that the additional information released will be reviewed 
by the MPO. 
 
Mr. Fitzgerald moved, seconded by Mr. Allen, to approve the letter regarding SMART 
SCALE Round 3 Program Changes, as amended. Motion carried unanimously (7-0). 
 
WWRC Small Area Study Update (Board Memo #17-5) 
Chairperson Harrington presented the update on the WWRC Small Area Study. Mr. Philips stated that the 
consultants are under contract, began work last month on the study and made a field visit to the site. He 
stated that a draft plan is expected by late October. He stated that a public open house is planned for 
November 2nd, and feedback is to be considered by the TAC at their meeting on November 15th. Mr. Philips 
stated that at the Policy Board’s December 6th meeting, Timmons will make a presentation and discuss the 
refined study recommendations.  
 
Mr. Campbell stated that he was recently contacted by a student at the Shenandoah Valley Governor’s 
School indicating that a team of classmates wish to use WWRC as their capstone project. He stated that 
they plan to create recommendations to improve traffic flow at the WWRC complex. Mr. Campbell stated 
that he provided them with all the count data and they will provide him with their recommendations. 
 
Mr. Philips stated that the result of this study is to provide recommendations to the County to assist them 
with future SMART SCALE applications. Mr. Fitzgerald stated he would like to meet prior to the public 
open house and that the schedule seems rushed. Ms. Cundy stated that the goal has been to complete the 
study within the 2017 year since the funds were from the FY17 UPWP; however, the schedule can be 
adjusted as needed. 
 
UPWP Update (Board Memo #17-6) 
Chairperson Harrington presented the UPWP Update. Ms. Riedesel stated that the packet contained an 
update on the FY18 UPWP, which is the MPO budget adopted in June. She stated that the summary shows 
that we are on-target to date and this summary will be provided at each meeting so that the Board can be 
informed as to the MPO’s progress. 
 
Presentation: “I-81 Updates” by Mr. Jeff Lineberry, VDOT Staunton District Transportation and 
Land Use Director and Mr. Terry Short, VDOT Staunton District Planner 
Chairperson Harrington presented the VDOT I-81 presentation. Mr. Terry Short stated that there has been 
a heightened interest in the I-81 corridor among the Virginia legislature. He stated that the information is 
important to understand at the local level; both the current state of affairs and the Commonwealth’s plans 
for the corridor. Mr. Jeff Lineberry presented an overview of I-81. He stated that there are 325 miles of the 
interstate in the Commonwealth; 151 of those miles are within the VDOT Staunton District. Mr. Lineberry 
stated that there is a large percentage of truck volume (20-30%), 48 miles with grades that exceed 3%, and 
there are six MPOs and 48 institutions of higher education along the corridor. He stated that crashes cause 
major back-ups, which can be measured in terms of lost revenue, and emergency response costs.  
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Mr. Lineberry stated that funds programmed for FY18-FY23 Six-Year Improvement Program (SYIP) 
(Round 1 and 2 excludes Round 1-FY17 funding) to HB 1887 (fully implemented 2021) was $3.26 billion; 
with the total for the Staunton District of $227.5 million. Discussion ensued regarding the issues related to 
heavy truck traffic and possible solutions that have or could be considered. Presentation attached to file 
minutes. 
 
Agency Updates 
VDOT  
Mr. Campbell gave the following update:  The Fall Transportation Meeting for the Staunton District will be 
held on October 10th at Blue Ridge Community College from 4-6 p.m., starting with an open house format 
at 4:00 p.m., then an informal town hall discussion at 4:30 p.m. Feedback about the Round 3 proposed 
changes is due on October 20th. He stated that the CTB is reviewing feedback at their October meeting; it is 
not sure if the CTB will resolve all discussion and approve the changes in October or November. 
 
Mr. Kiser stated that Mr. Whitworth wants to ensure the CTB has sufficient time to absorb and review the 
feedback and is working with other members of the CTB and the Secretary’s Office to consider the interests 
of the localities. 
 
Mr. Komara stated that revenue-sharing applications are due November 1st. Construction of the Exit 213 
acceleration/deceleration ramps has begun. A Rt. 610 “Pardon Our Dust” public meeting was held with 
about 30 residents in attendance. 
 
DRPT 
Ms. Riedesel reported on behalf of DRPT that the inter-city bus route between Blacksburg and Union 
Station in Washington, DC, has been contracted and service is expected to begin in December of 2017. The 
stops along the route have not yet been determined. Routes will run each direction once daily. 
 
Transit  
Ms. Riedesel gave an update on the BRITE Transit System: 

• A RFP was released for design services for a stand-alone BRITE website. The BRITE transit 
information is currently a part of the CSPDC website. The new website will contain route, bus stop 
and other information important to riders.  

• Kimley-Horn has been contracted to conduct a study to evaluate existing transit system technology 
and make recommendations to improve the system.  

• The BRITE Technical Advisory Committee (BTAC) is working on creating a policy that will provide 
a procedure for requesting route changes and guidance in considering such requests.  

• DRPT’s statewide Try Transit Week was September 18-21; BRITE offered free rides on transit on 
Wednesday; there was a 22% increase on that day from one week prior, which will hopefully lead to 
more riders in the future.  

• Results of the Inter-Regional Transit Study were presented by KFH Group at the Joint MPO 
meeting. As mentioned there, meetings with key stakeholders are taking place in the next few 
weeks to determine if funding commitments can be secured in order to make application for 
service to begin in early 2019. 
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Meeting Schedule 
Chairperson Harrington presented the upcoming meeting schedules. The TAC meeting is scheduled for 
October 18th, at 2:00 p.m. at CSPDC Office. The next Policy Board Meeting is scheduled for November 1st 
at 10:00 a.m. at the CSPDC Office. 
 
Meeting Adjournment 
There being no further business to come before the Policy Board, Chairperson Harrington adjourned the 
meeting at 11:16 a.m. 

 Respectfully submitted, 

     
 Ann W. Cundy 
 Transportation Program Manager 


